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EDITORIALS/COMMENTARIES
Two editorials discuss the welcome change to single-dose
Levonelle® for emergency contraception, and the general
issue of off-licence prescribing.

ABORTION SERVICES
Decision making and referral prior to abortion: a
qualitative study of women’s experiences (p. 51) and Peri-
abortion contraception: a qualitative study of users’
experiences (p. 55)
These two related papers look at the whole spectrum of
abortion service provision in three inner London boroughs,
from the perspective of the client. The authors point out
failings in the system and suggest possible improvements.

COMMUNICATION ISSUES
Coil or intrauterine device? Patient preferences for
contraceptive terminology (p. 46) and the accompanying
commentary, What we say and how we say it... (p. 11), look
at the issues of communication between health professionals
and clients.

COUSIN MARRIAGE
In closely-knit communities, marriages between cousins are
not uncommon, despite recognition of an increased risk of
genetic conditions. In Cousin marriage and premarital
carrier matching in a Bedouin community in Israel:
attitudes, service development and educational
intervention (p. 49) the authors have interviewed members
of such a community and present insights into their attitudes
to these issues, and to genetic testing.

LABORATORY TECHNIQUES
It is often difficult to keep up with rapidly changing
laboratory techniques and specimen collection. An overview
article, Laboratory diagnosis of common genital viral
infections (p. 24), presents up-to-date information.

HORMONE REPLACEMENT THERAPY
The world of hormone replacement therapy (p. 21) has
also recently undergone many upsets and changes, and we
hope many will find the review of this issue timely and
useful.

CLINICAL EFFECTIVENESS UNIT
The CEU has provided a product review of Evra®, the new
contraceptive patch, as well as a Guidance document on
IUDs, and another example from their enquiry service.

EVIDENCE-BASED MEDICINE
How should a review article be written?  In Reviewing the
literature: adopting a systematic approach (p. 13) two of
the Journal’s statistical advisors present a detailed yet
pragmatic approach, balancing the need for scientific rigour
with practical common sense and clinical utility. This
amounts to a guideline for future review articles in this
Journal, which, it is hoped, will be found useful by
prospective authors.

This theme is continued in the final article in the
evidence-based medicine series: Evidence-based
reproductive health care: getting evidence into practice
(p. 17). This looks at the use of reviews, guidelines and other
methods of achieving desirable changes in medical practice.

FOR DISCUSSION AND DEBATE
An innovation in this issue is Clinical Conundrums  (p. 62),
which we hope will become a regular feature. We hope this
article will stimulate discussion and debate. Let us know what
you think of the idea, and your thoughts on this month’s case.
Another new column is From Our Consumer
Correspondent (p. 59), written by Susan Quilliam, an
experienced agony aunt. Susan reviews the recent HRT
media scare from the client’s perspective, with some
fascinating insights.
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