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Missed pill rules

Diana Mansour, in her commentary1 in 
the July 2011 issue of this Journal, pointed 
out the inadequacy of the wording of 
the emergency contraception advice in 
the Medicines and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Authority’s Combined Oral 
Contraceptives (The Pill): When to Start 
Taking The Pill, and Missed Pill Advice.2 
We also need to remember the women 
who have forgotten one pill in the week 
before the pill-free interval, and again 
after the pill-free interval.

This situation has been made clear 
in the fl ow diagram of the Faculty of 
Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare 
Clinical Effectiveness Unit’s Missed 
Pill Recommendations3 published in 
May 2011, but not in the text of that 
document.

Anne Donegan, MBChB

Sessional Doctor, Integrated Sexual Health Services, 
Coventry, UK; adonegan@doctors.org.uk

Competing interests None.

J Fam Plann Reprod Health Care 2012;38:64. 
doi:10.1136/jfprhc-2011-100246

REFERENCES
 1 Mansour D. Revision of the ‘missed pill’ rules. 

J Fam Plann Reprod Health Care 2011;37:128–131.

 2 Medicines and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Authority (MHRA). MHRA UK 

Public Assessment Report. Combined Oral 

Contraceptives (The Pill): When to Start Taking 

The Pill, and Missed Pill Advice. May 2011. 

http://www.mhra.gov.uk/Safetyinformation/

Generalsafetyinformationandadvice/

Product-specifi cinformationandadvice/

Product-specifi cinformationandadvice–G–L/

Hormonalcontraceptives/index.htm [accessed 24 

October 2011].

 3 Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive 
Healthcare Clinical Effectiveness Unit. 
CEU Statement (May 2011). Missed Pill 

Recommendations. 2011. http://www.fsrh.org/

pdfs/CEUStatementMissedPills.pdf [accessed 24 

October 2011].

17_jfprhc-2011-100212.indd   Sec1:6417_jfprhc-2011-100212.indd   Sec1:64 12/13/2011   12:44:09 PM12/13/2011   12:44:09 PM

copyright.
 on A

pril 9, 2024 by guest. P
rotected by

http://jfprhc.bm
j.com

/
J F

am
 P

lann R
eprod H

ealth C
are: first published as 10.1136/jfprhc-2011-100246 on 14 D

ecem
ber 2011. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://jfprhc.bmj.com/

