
Licensing of mifepristone in
New Zealand and Australia

The legal opinion article1 by Sam
Rowlands in the April 2012 issue of this
Journal raises important issues but I
would like to correct the statement
regarding the licensing of mifepristone in
New Zealand and Australia. The two
countries have an entirely different
history regarding the licensing of mife-
pristone. In New Zealand in 1999 a
group of doctors formed a not-for-profit
pharmaceutical company to import mife-
pristone from France. The drug was
approved for use in New Zealand in
2001 and the company, Istar Ltd, has sup-
plied Australian providers since the
Australian law change in 2006.
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