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Appendix 1 

Search strategy for Medline & Embase (Multifile)  
# Searches 

1 exp abortion/ use emczd 

2 exp pregnancy termination/ use emczd 

3 exp Abortion, Induced/ use ppez 

4 Abortion Applicants/ use ppez 

5 exp Abortion, Spontaneous/ use ppez 

6 exp Abortion, Criminal/ use ppez 

7 Aborted fetus/ use ppez 

8 fetus death/ use emczd 

9 abortion.mp. 

10 (abort$ or postabort$ or preabort$).tw. 

11 ((f?etal$ or f?etus$ or gestat$ or midtrimester$ or pregnan$ or prenatal$ or pre natal$ or trimester$) and terminat$).tw. 

12 ((f?etal$ or f?etus$) adj loss$).tw. 

13 ((gestat$ or midtrimester$ or pregnan$ or prenatal$ or pre natal$ or trimester$) adj3 loss$).tw. 

14 (((elective$ or threaten$ or voluntar$) adj3 interrupt$) and pregnan$).tw. 

15 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 or 6 or 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 or 13 or 14 

16 Rh-Hr Blood-Group System/ use ppez 

17 Rh Isoimmunization/ use ppez 

18 "Rho(D) Immune Globulin"/ use ppez 

19 (blood group rhesus system/ or blood group, Rh/) use emczd 

20 (Rh Isoimmunization/ or rhesus isoimmunization/ or rhesus immunization/) use emczd 

21 (rhesus D antibody/ or rhesus antibody/ or rhesus antigen/) use emczd 

22 ((Rhesus$ or Rh$) adj3 (antibod$ or anti-bod$ or prophylax$ or immunoprophylax$ or isoimmuni?ation or immuni?ation or 
sensiti?ation)).mp. 

23 (anti-D adj3 (antibod$ or anti-bod$ or prophylax$ or immunoprophylax$ or isoimmuni?ation or immuni?ation or sensiti?ation or 
serum$)).mp. 

24 ((Rh$ or anti-D) adj immune$ globulin$).mp. 

25 ((Rh$ or anti-D) adj immunoglobulin$).mp. 

26 RhIG$.mp. 

27 (Rhesus$ adj (negativ$ or factor$ or status$)).mp. 

28 (Rh adj (factor$ or status$)).mp. 

29 (Rh$ adj negativ$).mp. 

30 16 or 17 or 18 or 19 or 20 or 21 or 22 or 23 or 24 or 25 or 26 or 27 or 28 or 29 

31 15 and 30 

32 limit 31 to english language 

 General exclusions filter was applied 

 

Search strategy for Cochrane Library via Wiley Online  
# Searches 

#1 MeSH descriptor: [Abortion, Induced] explode all trees 

#2 MeSH descriptor: [Abortion Applicants] explode all trees 

#3 MeSH descriptor: [Abortion, Spontaneous] explode all trees 

#4 MeSH descriptor: [Abortion, Criminal] explode all trees 

#5 MeSH descriptor: [Aborted Fetus] explode all trees 

#6 "abortion":ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched) 

#7 (abort* or postabort* or preabort*):ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched) 

#8 ((fetal* or fetus* or foetal* or foetus* or gestat* or midtrimester* or pregnan* or prenatal* or pre natal* or trimester*) and 
terminat*):ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched) 

#9 ((fetal* or fetus* or foetal* or foetus*) next loss*):ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched) 

#10 ((gestat* or midtrimester* or pregnan* or prenatal* or pre natal* or trimester*) near/3 loss*):ti,ab,kw (Word variations have 
been searched) 

#11 (((elective* or threaten* or voluntar*) near/3 interrupt*) and pregnan*):ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched) 

#12 #1 or #2 or #3 or #4 or #5 or #6 or #7 or #8 or #9 or #10 or #11 

#13 MeSH descriptor: [Rh-Hr Blood-Group System] explode all trees 

#14 MeSH descriptor: [Rh Isoimmunization] explode all trees 

#15 MeSH descriptor: [Rho(D) Immune Globulin] explode all trees 

#16 (((Rhesus* or Rh*) NEAR/3 (antibod* or anti-bod* or prophylax* or immunoprophylax* or isoimmunisation or immunisation 
or sensitisation or isoimmunization or immunization or sensitization))):ti,ab,kw 

#17 ((((anti-D) NEAR/3 (antibod* or anti-bod* or prophylax* or immunoprophylax* or isoimmunisation or immunisation or 
sensitisation or isoimmunization or immunization or sensitization or serum*)))):ti,ab,kw 

#18 (((Rh* or anti-D) NEXT immune* globulin*)):ti,ab,kw 

#19 (((Rh* or anti-D) NEXT immunoglobulin*)):ti,ab,kw 

#20 (RhIG*):ti,ab,kw 

#21 ((Rhesus* NEXT (negativ* or factor* or status*))):ti,ab,kw 

#22 ((Rh NEXT (factor* or status*))):ti,ab,kw 

#23 ((Rh* NEXT negativ*)):ti,ab,kw 

#24 #13 OR #14 OR #15 OR #16 OR #17 OR #18 OR #19 OR #20 OR #21 OR #22 OR #23 

#25 #12 AND #24 
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APPENDIX 2 

 
Excluded studies 

Study Reason for Exclusion 

Anonymous, Anti-D human immunoglobulin: new preparation. Important in young Rh 
D (-) women. Prescrire Int. 2001;10:4-7  

Narrative review 

Anonymous, Anti-D human immunoglobulin: new preparation. Important in young Rh 
D (-) women. Prescrire Int. 2001;10:4-7 

Duplicate 

Chilcott J, Lloyd Jones M, Wight J, Forman K, Wray J, Beverley C, et al. A review of 
the clinical effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of routine anti-D prophylaxis for 
pregnant women who are rhesus-negative. Health Technol Assess 2003;7:iii-62 

Population not in PICO: Pregnant women not 
undergoing abortion 

Fiala C, Fux M, Gemzell Danielsson K. Rh-prophylaxis in early abortion, Acta Obstet 

Gynecol Scand 2003;82:892-903  
Narrative review; included studies checked 
for relevance, none found. 

Fung Kee Fung K, Eason E, Crane J, Armson A, De La Ronde S, Farine D, et al. 
Prevention of Rh alloimmunization. J Obstet Gynaecol Can. 2003;25:765-773  

Guideline/(systematic?) review; included 
studies checked for relevance, none found 

Jabara S, Barnhart KT. Is Rh immune globulin needed in early first-trimester abortion? 
A review. Am J Obstet Gynecol 2003;188:623-627 

Narrative (or semi-systematic review) 
review; included studies checked for 
relevance, none found. 

Lobato,G., Soncini,C.S., RhD prophylaxis failure in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Int J 

Gynaecol Obstet 2008;100:276-277 
Population not in PICO (severely RhD-
alloimmunized pregnant women) 

Lubusky,M, Prochazka,M, Simetka O, Holuskova I. Guideline for prevention of rhd 
alloimmunization in rhd negative women, J Matern Fetal Neonatal Med 2010: 
Proccedings from European Congress of Perinatal Medicine: 593 

Published as abstract only. Not enough 
information to ascertain relevance. 

Sainio S. Anti-D propylaxis in early pregnancy and abortion - What is the evidence? 
Acta Obstet Gynecol Scand 2012;91:54 

Published as abstract only. Not enough 
information to ascertain relevance. 
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