
Lower prices for Natracare non-
chlorine bleached tampons and
sanitary towels after VAT cuts
From January 2001 women in the UK will be able to
purchase Natracare’s non-chlorine bleached sanitary towels
and 100% organic cotton tampons at lower prices,
incorporating only 5% VAT.

After years of campaigning, the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, Gordon Brown, finally agreed to reduce the
VAT on feminine hygiene products from 17.5% to 5% in
his last budget, and prices came down accordingly after
January 1st.

Natracare’s sanitary protection range, which includes
tampons, sanitary towels and panty shields, is manufactured
using a totally chlorine-free process, making them less
likely to produce or contain environment-damaging and
dangerous pollutants such as dioxin. In addition, the
certified 100% non-genetically modified, organic cotton
that Natracare’s tampons are made from is farmed without
the use of chemical fertilisers and pesticides that are
harmful to the environment.

For further information contact Melissa Neal or Evelyn
Vittery on 020 7833 3759.
Source: Bloomsbury Communications Ltd.

Levonelle® goes ‘P’
Subsequent to a much publicised debate in the UK, both
within and without of Westminster, and despite a last
minute attempt to halt the move in the House of Lords, on
January 30, Schering Health Care Ltd increased access to
emergency contraception by launching Levonelle®, the ‘P’
equivalent to the PoM, Levonelle®2.  The ‘P’ status makes
the drug available to be supplied by appropriately trained
pharmacists. Whilst the cost of Levonelle® in itself may
restrict use by some women, this should not be allowed to
overshadow the importance of this move. Levonelle®2 is
also available without charge to the user from GPs, family
planning and sexual health services, many A&E
departments and in some parts of the country, from
pharmacists working to patient group directives.

GPs and pharmacists agree about
emergency contraception 
The decision to make the emergency contraception
available without prescription to girls aged 16 and over has
received a cautious welcome by both GPs and pharmacists,
according to new findings released by Taylor Nelson Sofres
Healthcare.

Over half of the UK’s GPs (53%) and almost six out of
10 pharmacists (57%) are in favour of the introduction.
Both parties feel that the benefits outweigh any concerns
there may be about availability. Pharmacists in favour feel
that it will help to prevent unwanted pregnancies,
particularly as pharmacies are more accessible and
immediate than GPs’ surgeries. 

Among those pharmacists who disagree, some are
concerned that proper consultations and close monitoring of

patients will not be implemented throughout the pharmacy,
and that pharmacists should have more training. Echoing
this, some 43% of GPs feel that pharmacists are not
sufficiently trained to supply emergency contraception.

The main concern of both parties is that the real issues of
teenage pregnancies still need to be addressed
Source: Taylor Nelson Sofres Healthcare

80th Anniversary of UK’s first birth
control clinic
Eighty years ago, on March 17th, family planning pioneer
Dr Marie Stopes defied the Church, society and the medical
establishment and opened the UK’s first birth control clinic.

Voted Woman of the Millennium last year by Guardian
newspaper readers, Marie Stopes’ legacy is the freedom that
women currently exercise to control their fertility.

Thousands of women in the developing world still do not
have this right. The latest UN figures state that 350 million
couples would like to plan their families, but do not have
access to contraception.
Source: Marie Stopes International

Emergency contraception campaign
encourages more user-friendly services
for young people in Wales
As part of its campaign to promote awareness of emergency
contraception, The National Assembly for Wales is
encouraging health professionals to provide more
accessible and user-friendly services for young people.

Wales currently has the highest rate of teenage pregnancy
in Western Europe and evidence suggests that emergency
contraception can help to reduce this rate.

Research commissioned by the National Assembly,
however, suggests that inaccessible services, fear of a lack
of confidentiality and judgmental attitudes amongst some
service providers are some of the barriers that prevent
young women from seeking emergency contraception.

For further information contact nicola-robert@
quadrantpr.co.uk.
Source: Health Promotion Division, National Assembly for
Wales

Pregnant and unsure?
Brook, the UK’s leading provider of free sex and
contraceptive advice services for young people, have
launched a new booklet to help young people make an
informed decision about whether or not to go through  with
an unplanned pregnancy. ‘Pregnant and unsure?’ is an
invaluable resource for any young woman bewildered and
confused by unexpected pregnancy. It includes sections on
keeping the baby, having the baby adopted, or having a
termination, as well as the right to confidential medical
advice.

‘Pregnant and Unsure?’ is available from Brook
Publications, PO Box 883, Oxford OX4 5NT or
publication@brookcentres.org.uk at a cost of £1 per copy.
Source: Brook
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