Should the population and
climate discussion be
limited to the

policy space?

I completely agree with the points made
by Bongaarts and Sitruk-Ware regarding
the links between population growth,
increased emissions and climate change.
Furthermore, I agree with the authors’
recommended policy of improving
universal access to reproductive technol-
ogies, not about coercion.

At the start of their commentary
article, a compelling argument is made
for population growth to be discussed
more during international policy-level
climate change debates. Later in their
article, various strategies for overcoming
barriers to contraception use at the indi-
vidual level are described, such as media
campaigns and careful contraceptive
counselling. However, the authors do
not appear to be suggesting that messages
about population growth and climate
change should be incorporated in the
aforementioned interventions.

My question is whether it is possible
to introduce the concepts of population
growth and climate change through
media campaigns or during individual
contraceptive counselling so as to further
inform individuals’ decision-making? My
sense is that it would be difficult to have
such discussions with clients without
running the risk of appearing to coerce
clients into having fewer children. Conse-
quently, I would be interested in discov-
ering whether the authors believe that
the population and climate discussion
should be limited only to the policy space
and not be included in media campaigns
or counselling sessions?

Chris Smith © 2

'School of Tropical Medicine and Global Health,
Nagasaki University, Nagasaki, Japan

“Clinical Research, London School of Hygiene &
Tropical Medicine, London, UK

Correspondence to Dr Chris Smith,
School of Tropical Medicine and Global
Health, Nagasaki University, Nagasaki
852-8523, Japan; christopher.smith@
Ishtm.ac.uk

Competing interests None declared.

Provenance and peer review Not
commissioned; internally peer reviewed.

© Author(s) (or their employer(s)) 2020.
No commercial re-use. See rights and
permissions. Published by BM]J.

BM! Sex Reprod Health April 2020 Vol 46 No 2 BMJ

"1ybuAdoo Aq paroslold 1sanb Aq 20z ‘0T |Mdy uo jwod fwqroyidyly:dny woly papeojumoq ‘6102 loquiadad £2 U0 1#S002-6T0Z-Uislwa/oeTT 0T Se paysignd isii :yiesaH poiday xas rINg


http://www.fsrh.org
http://jfprhc.bmj.com/
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-9213-9007
https://twitter.com/drkatieh
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-9213-9007
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-9213-9007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjsrh-2019-200399
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjsrh-2019-200399
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(18)30029-9
https://oi-files-d8-prod.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/file_attachments/mb-extreme-carbon-inequality-021215-en.pdf
https://oi-files-d8-prod.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/file_attachments/mb-extreme-carbon-inequality-021215-en.pdf
https://oi-files-d8-prod.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/file_attachments/mb-extreme-carbon-inequality-021215-en.pdf
https://oi-files-d8-prod.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/file_attachments/mb-extreme-carbon-inequality-021215-en.pdf
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/prod-cons-co2-per-capita
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/prod-cons-co2-per-capita
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-9238-3202
http://jfprhc.bmj.com/

| '.) Check for updates |

Published Online First 23 December 2019

BMJ Sex Reprod Health 2020;46:156—157.
doi:10.1136/bmjsrh-2019-200544

ORCID iD
Chris Smith http://orcid.org/0000-0001-
9238-3202

REFERENCE

1 Bongaarts J, Sitruk-Ware R.Climate
change and contraception. BMJ Sex
Reprod Health 2019;45:233-5.

BM! Sex Reprod Health April 2020 Vol 46 No 2

157

"1ybuAdoo Aq paroslold 1sanb Aq 20z ‘0T |Mdy uo jwod fwqroyidyly:dny woly papeojumoq ‘6102 loquiadad £2 U0 1#S002-6T0Z-Uislwa/oeTT 0T Se paysignd isii :yiesaH poiday xas rINg


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1136/bmjsrh-2019-200546&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2020-04-05
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-9238-3202
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-9238-3202
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjsrh-2019-200399
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjsrh-2019-200399
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6195-7234
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6195-7234
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6195-7234
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjsrh-2019-200544
http://jfprhc.bmj.com/

	Authors’ response to ‘Should the population and climate discussion be limited to the policy space?’
	References
	Reference
	References


