
   

 

Fig. 1 Selection process – flow diagram 

 

 
 
 
             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
* Includes the reference by Bernstein, 1986. The original article has not been identified but data was retrieved from Gallo, 2002, a Cochrane 

review. 
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Additional records 

identified through other 

sources  

(n = 35) 

Records after duplicates removed 

(n = 2220)  

Records screened  

(n = 2220) 

Did not fulfil PICO or other 

eligibility criteria 

(n = 2158) 

Full-text articles assessed 

for eligibility  

(n = 62*)  

Full-text articles excluded with 

reasons  

 (n =34)  
 13 = wrong patient/population 

12 = wrong intervention 

2 = wrong comparison 

7 = wrong study design 

 0 = other 

 

Full-text articles assessed 

for eligibility  

(n = 28*) 

 
Full-text articles excluded with 

reasons  

(n = 24) 

See Appendix B1 

 

Studies included in synthesis 

(n = 4*) 
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