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Appendix 3. Current clinical pathway suggested by the Association of Primary Care Surgeons of the
United Kingdom for postal post-vasectomy semen analysis (PVSA) submission and interpretation

Vasectomy Procedure
Post-operative vasectomy advice with verbal and written information on the importance of PVSA.
Paperwork regarding testing date plus procedure for undertaking testing and specialist packaging
are given to patient

12-16
weeks post
vasectomy

Semen sample collection procedure followed.
Paperwork completed — patient details on sample
bottle and test form and patient signs that they
have followed the correct procedure and sample
packed then posted at a Royal Mail post box

Clearance
Lab report:
No sperm
seen

recommendation to
stop other
contraception

Lab Report:
Sperm seen
on PVSA

Clearance Lab report:
recommendation to Lab report: Patient instructed to repeat [Motile sperm Early
stop other Nosperm | ,ostal PVSA at monthly intervals [s€en on postal Failure

seen PVSA >28 weeks

contraception

Lab report:
Non-motile
sperm still seen
>28 weeks post
vasectomy.

Lab report:

Sperm still seen Patient choice (A or B) after

discussion with surgeon

Choice Choice
A B
Clearance Patient continuing submission Patient directed for a PVSA on fresh
recommendation | /Lab report: | ¢ samples monthly for postal semen sample according to local
to stop other No sperm PVSA laboratory procedures*
seen

contraception

~_

Clearance if <100,000 non motile sperm/mL by 7

*Fresh specimens are required to recommend

months; consider early failure otherwise

clearance with rare non motile sperm and to
diagnose early failure with postal PVSA strategy
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